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Appendix C. A Literacy Lesson
The Magic Tree

Goal: To improve imagination, language skills, art skills, 
library skills

What you need: Paper, glue, pencils, watercolour paints 
and brushes (optional), and leaves from trees. At least a 
day in advance of the lesson, tell the children that they 
should bring at least five leaves from different trees. It’s 
also a good idea for you to bring some leaves. You will also 
need some books on trees. You can either pull these from 
the shelves ahead of time or ask the children to find them 
as part of the lesson

Duration: 90 minutes, or you can leave out some of the 
activities if you have less time.

1. Go with the children around the school, so you can 
show them some trees and talk about them. Try to 
do some research ahead of time, so you can tell the 
children interesting information about the trees. Include 
how trees can be used for medical purposes (e.g. 
moringa trees).

2. Back at the library, ask the children to find books on 
trees, or, if you have already pulled the books off the 
shelves, let the children look in the books to see if they 
can find an interesting tree or plant.

3. Share the information. Each child can tell what he or she 
found out and why it is interesting. 

4. Give paper and pencils to the children and tell them to 
draw a tree without leaves.

5. If you have paint, give it to the children. Then they 
should paint the leaves with watercolours and glue the 
leaves to the paper so the tree will have real leaves. (If 
you do not have paint, they can make a nice picture 
without it.)

6. If you want, you can also write the names of the colours 
of the leaves or ask the children to write them.
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7. Display the pictures on the wall.
This lesson is from ‘The Best Practices in the Library’ by Jana 
Rohová and Václav Patěk, DAPP-Malawi, 2012. For more like it, 
visit www.africanlibraryproject.org/our-african-libraries/library-
resources 

Figure C.1. Countries with ALP libraries. ALP currently works in 
Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Sierra Leone, and 
Swaziland
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