
December 2014

www.africanlibraryproject.org

Dear Friends,

Our amazing ALP volunteers produced some 
mighty achievements in 2014.  We sent 250 
libraries to Africa, including our first 30 libraries 
to our new partners in South Africa.  Our free 
library manual has been downloaded from our 
website 1,292 times this year by eager library 
activists in developing countries.  
Our diverse book drive organizers benefit in 

so many ways. Young people learn to lead, 
seniors curate a library with love, and bar/bat 
mitzvahs build their service muscles.  Schools 
use ALP to teach about the challenges of the 
developing world, Scouts work as a team, 
and companies engage their employees to 
create meaning together.  Family book drives 
unite generations to express shared values 
of compassion, service and optimism.  All of 
them mobilize their communities to truly make 
a difference in the lives of people living halfway 
around the world. 
The Africans who work to create opportunities 

to learn for their communities are just as 
impressive.  School heads, English teachers, 
parent organizations, students, chiefs, and 
Members of Parliament all pitch in to do what 
at first seems impossible…create a library in a 
rural patch of the planet that they call home. 
The African Library Project is successful 

when all of the moving parts work together: 
book donors, book drive organizers, 
shipping coordinators, partners in African 
literacy/education organizations, and library 

committees in local schools and 
villages.  I’m inspired by 

all of them.

With Gratitude,
Chris Bradshaw

 ALP Founder / 
 President

ALP in  Sierra Leone
Dr. Bidemi Carrol recently spoke to ALP supporters 

about our joint efforts with RISE Network in Sierra 
Leone to start libraries.  Sierra Leone, already 
recovering from a decade of civil war, was hit hard 
by Ebola.  Bidemi explained that schools are closed 
indefinitely, so the Ministry of Education is trying to 
deliver curriculum over radio, but only half of homes 
in rural areas have radio access.  Librarian training 
workshops are on hold because public gatherings are 
prohibited.  During this educational hiatus, girls are hit 
hardest.  They are at risk of early marriage or of being 
consumed by domestic duties.  As caregivers of the 
ill, girls and women are more strongly impacted by the 
virus.

Nonetheless, primary school enrollment has 
quadrupled and high school enrollment has doubled 
during the past 7 years.  Yet only about 2% of Sierra 
Leonean children have 5 or more books available in 
their home.  Imagine their excitement when our first 
container of books arrived in 2013 with 35 libraries, 
many of which went to villages and schools that had 
no other access to books.  Recently, our second 
container of books arrived with 47 libraries.  Only 
39 have been retrieved to date because movement 
is limited by Ebola quarantines, but the rest will be 
distributed as conditions improve.

We join our tenacious partners in Sierra Leone 
in refusing to give up. As Bidemi says, the future of 
Sierra Leone hinges on education that gives children 
the opportunity to learn, explore and succeed.



...Because It Matters!
Swaziland:  
“Thank you so 
much for the 
work you are 
doing. Our kids 
are exceptional 
all because of 
you. They now 
can’t wait for 
their Library 
Period so that they can read. We are aiming high as 
a school and we promise to take care of the books.  
The children are enjoying them.” - Mr. M. Mamba, 
Nsongweni Primary School Teacher Librarian

Ghana:  “The books you 
sent are changing the lives 
of our students.  They are 
learning to love to read.  
They are learning new 
ideas about the world from 
the stories in the books.  It 
brings them great joy.  Our 
school is very proud of our 
library.”   -Diana Abrokwah, Agosa SDA Primary & 
JHS Teacher Librarian

Botswana:  “When I was 
12, I was lucky that a 
Peace Corps Volunteer 
came to New Xade and 
started a library.  I helped 
unpack the books and 
I discovered a hunger 
for knowledge.  I will be 
the first San bushman 
to graduate from high school in my country.  I am 
working on university applications now.  I won a 
Top Achiever’s Scholarship from the government to 
attend anywhere in the world.” - Ketelelo Moapare, 
New Xade Community Library, Student

Lesotho:  “As for 
small kids, you can 
see smiling faces 
when they use the 
books because those 
books have beautiful 
illustrations.  When 
they are taught about 
wild and domestic animals and they see them in the 
books, they become very happy.  Really, learners and 
teachers enjoy using these books.” – Thato Ntsane, 
Mohale’s Hoek LEC Primary Teacher Librarian.

We Do Book Drives
Retiree:  “I send libraries to 
Africa because even if it’s 
not solving all the world’s 
problems, it’s a solid step 
forward.  It’s changing the 
lives of each and every child 
who reads these books.” 
–Trish Lindsey

A school librarian or 
teacher:  “What’s great 
about ALP is that the model is 
really easy to implement. It’s 

been a great way to develop a community of service-
learners at our school.” –Andrea Carlisle, Jordan 
Middle School

A  mom:   “I love that the project got my kids thinking 
about the fact that their experiences don’t always 
generalize to the rest of the world.  I also appreciate 
how many different skills they’ve used to get this up and 

running, including: 
working on PR 
materials like our 
video and flyers, 
speaking to others 
about the project in a 
clear and compelling 
way, creating a 
system to keep 

organized, working as a team to sort and count the 
books, and using a spreadsheet to keep track of our 
goals.”  - Christel Hyden

A company:  “Every other year, we collect books 
geared for beginner or easy reading for the African 
Library Project.  One thousand books opens a village/
school library.  We’ve established 16 libraries in the 
past three years!” - Patty Nation, Xilinx

A Returned Peace Corps Volunteer:  “Building 
libraries isn’t just about 
improving literacy or giving 
books, it is a way to connect 
with others at a deeper 
level.  It is about showing 
compassion and love that we 
all have for each other.  If a 
book can connect us to each 
other, then my job is fulfilled 
to make the world just a little 
better.” - Vic Cuevas, RPCV 
and Teacher
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Our Amazing ALP Model
Ask an ALP board member what first drew them to us and many don’t hesitate: “It’s the ALP model.”  Here’s how 
an all-volunteer organization can help start 250+ libraries a year…in Africa:

Each member of our working Board performs an operational role as well as the normal duties of board • 
membership.
Volunteers of all kinds organize their local communities in the USA and Canada to collect 1000 gently-used • 
children’s books and about $500.  This spreads the cost of getting the books to Africa over hundreds of 
people.
We load our website with detailed information about how to collect, sort and send the right books so that book • 
drive organizers can get the help they need and learn about Africa in the process.
The books are shipped in sea containers, 30-60 libraries at a time to take advantage of the most economical • 
and eco-friendly shipping method available.
Critical to our success are our partners, carefully vetted African nonprofits or governments that share our • 
mission and passion for sustainability.  They cover the costs and logistics of bringing in containers, distributing 
books, vetting library applications and training teacher-librarians.  
Finally, each local village or school library applicant puts in sweat equity.  They provide the space, furniture • 
and staff for the library and form a library committee dedicated to its success. 

At every level, the ALP model leverages the efforts and resources of every participant to create a unique model 
of grassroots involvement.  That’s how we do it!

You Can Help!
Do a Book Drive

Read about it on our website and sign up.
1,000 books + $500 = 1 African Library

Donate
Use the enclosed envelope or donate online.

Thank You
 We love our library!
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Top Facebook Post of 2014  
Skye is 5 years old and just had a birthday party.  
What did Skye want for her birthday?  
Books to give to kids in Africa who have no books! 

Did You Know?
12-year old Spencer Ames did a book • 
drive, then inspired others with a TEDX 
Youth Talk.

Our current funding priorities include: • 
HIV/AIDS children’s readers, our 2015 
African Partners Summit in Ghana, and 
supplemental books by African authors 
and illustrators.

For the third year in a row, African • 
Library Project has received top ratings 
from GreatNonprofits.org and a new 
Gold Award from Guidestar.org.

We’re kicking off • The Epilogue, a legacy 
project to honor individuals whose 
estate gifts provide future support for 
the African Library Project.  If you would 
like your estate plan to provide for ALP, 
please let us know.

Our Mission
The African Library Project’s 
mission is to start and improve small 
libraries in sub-Saharan Africa while 
educating Americans about Africa.


